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"Let them learn, that all Colonies, ſo loag a as s they 
are well treated by the Mother 


honour her ; but as ſoon as they 


njured, they are 


aliehsted; for they urg net fegt dt be flaves, but * 
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* i H E 3 queſtion con- 


cerning American Taxation has 
been agitated before the moſt au- 


guſt aſſemblies, and diſcuſſed by 
writers of the greateſt abilities“, 


Who, 


If Dr. n had gone to che grave with 
his former political principles, he would have 
been admired by the learned, and reſpected by 
all honeſt men The penſion he received was 

B the 
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who, by a vile profijrotiog of their 


— . — - _ — 
* 
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talents, have endeavoured to gloſs 
over a claim deſtructive of the na- 


tural rights of mankind, and 
dangerous to the exiſtence of ſo- 
ciety. Amidſt the noiſe of mini- 
ſterial faction, the voice of real 
patriotiſm, though it has been often 
heard, has been ſeldom regarded. 
Perhaps chere has not always been 
that coolnels of « enquiry, that ami- 
able ſpirit of moderation i in the dif- 


the reward of merit, not 8 — of * | 
or if he had been required either to defend 
Every meaſure of the miniſtry or give up his 
penſion, he ſhould have done or latter with 


this in his mouth 2 
i © Refigho que l, in med icq 5 
; Vn me ire, probimque „ 
; Puauperiem fine date . Hon. 


putants 


* 
0 . 


neceflary to produce. ing. in 
the ſober, and the ſerious. Malice 
and calumny, like the Odium Theo- 
lagicum, which formerly, no, leſs, 
than in the preſent, days, infected 
the writings of the. polemical di- 
vines with a poiſonous and un- 


0 


chriſtian rancour, ſhed their ber 


controverkis, and. hw. convert 
an abherrenee of meaſures into, a 
hated of. men. Hence the. moſk 
generous, propoſals of lenity are re- 
jected with diſdain, or heard with 
indiffetence, Shameful l indeed, 
that a private pique, a perſonal re- 
ſentment, ſhould extinguiſh all 
B 2 public 
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public ſpirit which 6ught to make 
us embrace every propoſal, | and 
concur in every meafüre tor the 
good of one's country; "ſhould 
deſtroy that impartiality of con- 
duet which ought ever to be ready 
to receive inſtruction, even if im- 
parted by an enemy. However 


unſucceſsful the noble efforts of 


the diſintereſted few have been 
who have ſtruggled in defence of 


liberty, the author of theſe pages | 


will venture to throw away a few 


words, and aſſures the honourable 
conductors of theſe operations, 
with the voice W f truth, that he is 


. Fas ef et ab hoiidoceri: 0 


no 


9 
57 
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fo adventurer in plitics, who 

wiſhes to enroll his 1 name in the 
liſt of the powerful“; no diſ- 
carded courtier, who makes his 
hypocriſy an excuſe for his diſcon- 
tent. Peaceful is his diſpoſition; 
loyal are his principles. He wiſhes 
not to ſee the royal authority wan- 
tonly abridged by law, or inſo- 
lently curtailed by faction; he 
wiſhes the true intereſts of Great 
Britain were better underſtood by 
its rulers, or 'moreFeadily purſued 
wh them. 


2 00 mn Jade Hallig. leo 


— 22] own the pleaſant feel 
Ot en freedom's vegetable meal. 


The 


{4} 
Ihe happinęfs af 3 natign 
caphlts chiefly in the form. 
ang, adminiſtration of its goyern- 
ment. The true idea f govern- 
ment is, that it was inſtituted for 
the benefit of the peaple.- It was 
impoſſible that mankind could 
ever exiſt with any tolerable de- 
gree. of comfort, or convenience, 
in the unſocial, unconnected; ſtate 
of nature. The powerful and ſtrong 
would unavoidably. prey upon the 


weak and defcnoeleßs, ſometimes 
from the wantonneſs of inſolence, 


and ſometimes from the more 
preſſing calls of neceſſity. The 
ſtrongeſt arm muſt decide every 


claim; for When there was no 
com- 


7 + '\ 


common fapericr; to. when 
could they appeal? The award of 
ah arbitrator, however equitable, 


of a claimz however-Juſt, would 


hardly be ſubmitted to by the 
haughty and diſappointed aggreſ- 
ſor; the helpleſs fufferer would, 
in all probability, be firſt ſtripped 


of his right; and then puniſhed © 


for his appeal. To remedy or 
prevent theſe evils fociety was 
eſtabliſhed; the government was 
naturalhy{conferted upon the wiſeſt, 
and the braveſt mai; and each 


individual gave up fuch a portion 


of his natural liberty as was neceſ- 
fary ts Teeure the enjoyment of tlie 
remainder, Thoſe who can cteate; 


may 


5 


| '( 8 50 N 
| may depoſe governors. It would 
be the height of folly to aſſert that 


each individual, or even the col- 
lective body of the nation, upon 
the leaſt unwarrantable ſtreteh of 
prerogative, for every trifling pec- | 
cadillo of a ſovereign, had a na- 
tural right to recur to that wild 
independance, that ſavage liberty; 
the calamities of which ſtate civil 
government was inſtituted to re- 
dreſs: but when the liberty of the 
ſubject is unneceſſarily and wan- 
tonly diminiſhed; when any im- 
portant privileges are invaded 5 
when illegal claims are made in an 
illegal manner, when governors be- | 
; gin to forget they are accountable; 
and 
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e 
and are making advances to arbi- 
trary power with haſty and gigantic 
ſtrides; it is then, and not till 
then, lawful to check their career, 
and exerciſe thoſe latent rights 
which are naturally inherent in 
every people. A paſſionate and 
enthuſiaſtic lover of liberty, might 
perhaps wiſh to ſee deſpotiſm 
cruſhed in its firſt attempt ; but 
a mild and forbearing ſpirit is 
much more commendable, which 
forgives injuries when it cannot 
with decency redreſs them. 


A ſolemn depoſition of go- 
vernors, with all the formalities 
of juſtice, is the laſt reſource of 


a deſpe- 
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deſperation®, but it is an ill-timeèd 
and miſtaken lenity of a phyſi- 
cian, who applies palliatives when 
the alarming diſeaſe calls albud 


for amputation $. 


In abſolute and defpotic go- 
vernments, kings are dethroned 
with little remorſe, and leſs con- 

fuſion; and ſucceſſors are ſet up in 
their ſtead, who are no ſooner in- 
veſted with the enſigns of royalty, 

k than they fall a facrifice to the 

fury of an oppreſſed and 1njured 

. Whereas, in a limited 


* Non equidem creds quia ft divinitus illis 


Fs. 
$ Ov b : abs cops 
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b monarchy, 
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monarchy, where the prerogative 
of the king is defined with pre- 
cifion, and the liberty of the ſub- 
ject ſecured by law, ſuch revoly- 


tions are very infrequent. 
1157 4 þ Fr. 7 9 77107 


In every government a ſupreme 

tranſcendent power muſt be placed 
ſomewhere, and it can be no here 
elſe but in the people. This 
plenitude of power cannot ſubſiſt 
in the king; his authority is dele- 
gated, and conſequently defeaſi- 
ble: For it is contrary to the firſt 
principle of civil ſociety, to ſup- 
poſe that a nation would entruſt 
to a fingle man an abſolute and 
uncontroulable authority; and this 
8 2: is 


9). 

is not an age to aſſert the ſlaviſſi 
doctrine of divine indefeaſible 
right, unexaminable by the pro- | 
phane and unhallowed vaſſals. 
Kingly authority is an emanation 
of human power, which, like rays 
collected to a ſingle point, is more 
efficacious, than when. ſcattered 
and diſperſed through a number of 
unauthorized, undignified indi- 
viduals. : 

The moſt zealous votaries, the 
warmeſt advocates for miniſtry, 
muſt wiſh to ſee the Americans 
enjoy every privilege of Britons. 
It is the diſtinguiſhing privilege of 
Britoris not to be taxed but by the 


CON- 


Map e e 
conſent of their repreſentatives. 
This indulgence to the Americans 
is not impracticable, and highly 
expedient. In England the landed, 
the commercial intereſt ſend re- 
preſentatives to parliament; and 
the undiſtinguiſhed herd of vul- 
gar, for the moſt part, only 


pay taxes in the commodities 
they conſume. Why then is 
the impolitic, the odious doc- 
trine of unrepreſented taxation 
broached and defended againſt the 
feelings of millions? If the par- 
liament of Great Britain have an 
unbounded power over the money 
of the Americans, they may 
exert that power in an arbitrary 
* 


( 14 } 
and oppreſſive manner; they may 
be too layiſh of treaſure that is nat 
their own, which, in the end, 
muſt be ruinous to them, and 
ourſelyes. To fay that our de- 
mands will always be moderate, 
will not obviate the objection. It 
is to determine a future event 
which can never be the object of 
human knowledge. Man is an 
animal naturally fond of un- 
limited power, and as naturally | 
prone. to abuſe it. Beſides; a Vague 
and indefinite obedience, to the 
fluctuating and arbitrary will of 
"* ſuperior, 18 the moſt abject 
and complete ſlavery. If we haye | 


bl he right of taxation, it muſt be 


Uun— 


- 


CY ) 
unlimited; and every one muſt ſee 


how precarious and whcertain the 


property of Americans muſt be, 
if they are tenants at will of the 
commons of Great Britain. If 


the juſtice of our claim is diſputa- 


ble, every coercive meaſure, every 


compulſory proceſs muſt be con- 
demned as inexpedient, and de- 


teſted as cruel: We ſhould have 


had recourſe to every milder me- 
thod before we had attempted to 
ſtarve them into ſubmiſſion, or 
referred our cauſe to the God of 
war, 


6260 
A noble Lord who has lately 


come into power 


. | lingud melior, ſed. frigida bello, 
Dextera, conſilis babites non n futilis auctor. 


aj n counſels ſkill'd, 
1. 5 Bold at the board, a coward in the field. 


"kg, to have extinguiſhed | the 
little remains of lenity in the 
breaſts of our counſellors. This 
hero of the cloſet undoubtedly 
wiſhes to retrieve his honour by 
vigorous and ſanguinary meaſures, 
as the North Britons have, for 
ſome time, endeavoured to wipe 
off every ſtain of diſloyalty by 

a dutiful and compliant demea 


nour. 
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It may be ſaid, that what is un- 
attainablè by force, is ſometimes 
unacceptable by permiſſion. But 
there appears no ſullen obſtinacy 
in the conduct of America; their 
wiſhes for reconciliation were cor- 
dial and fincere': They do not 
willingly violate our laws, or trifle 
with our power; they would foon 
return to the duty of ſubjects, if 
they could enjoy the privileges of 
Britons; and they have only taken 
up arms to defend 'the common 
rights of. humanity. The govern- 
ment of diſtant provinces hath al- 
ways been an arduous and an invidi- 
dus taſc. The rapaciouſneſs, and 
veveles of Roman Prætors, and Pro- 
| D 


_ conſuls, 
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conſuls, are ſufficiently notorious; 
and the miſeries of their diſtant ter- 


ritories afford a ſtriking document 


how very diſproportionate may 
be the happineſs of different mem- 
bers of the ſame ſtate; for while 
liberty reared its head, and flouriſhed 


in the center of the Roman domi 


nions, the extremities felt all the 


oppreſſions of unprincipled power. 


The Roman dominions were of 


various denominations: The Co- 


loniæ, the Municipia, the Præ- 
fecturæ, and the Provinciæ. The 
Provinciæ were diſtant in their 
ſituation, and large in their ex- 


tent; new modelled at the lawleſs 


will of the arbitrary Romans and 
ſubject 


* Yi 


L. 3 
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CW) 
ſubject to annual governors, en- 


truſted with a power which they 


neither exerciſed with juſtice, nor 
tempered with mercy. They were 
harraſſed with uncertain taxes, im- 
poſed by the Roman ſenate, and 
collected by the Provincial Queſtors. 
It was the buſineſs of the governors, 
during their year of power, to 
amaſs fortunes, by plunder and 
oppreſſion z and when their con- 

duct became examinable at their 
return, to carry home a gratuity 
for their corrupted inquiſitors. 


If the happineſs of the people 
be the deſign of government, the 
temper of the governed is no un- 
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important conſideration. To adopt 


(20) 


a plan of politicks unſuitable to 
the tempers of ſubjects, and in- 


compatible with their ideas of civil 
liberty, is wantonly to ſport with 


power, and excite reſiſtance, by 
intemperate and unſeaſonable e- 


verity. 


The Colonies were planted in 
Ameriea, in an age, when paſſive 
obedience, and divine vicegelaagcy 
were faſhionable and prevailing 
tenets, The king, ever wrangling 
and diſputatious, choſe rather to 


defend his favourite doctrines, by 


the plauſibility of arguments, than 
_ 'the force of arms; and in- 
IS, | deed 


1 
deed his abilities as a divine, ſeem 
by no means contemptible. How 
unlike ſome mercilefs perſecutors, 
who wiſh to propagate conviction 
by the faggot and the ſword | Diſ- 
ouſted at theſe principles, and in- 
fluenced by a noble ſpirit of inde- 
pendance, the bold and undaunted 
progenitors of ' theſe people, who | 
are now ftigmatized as rebels, and 
condemned as traitors, deſerted 
this country, and fought for free- 
dom in the wilds of America. 
The advantages ariſing to the mo- 
ther country from theſe ſettlements 
were ſoon perceivable. Our in- 
duſtry encouraged; our commerce 
nn our ſhipping employed; 


Were 


> 
— * 
2 
N 
82 _ - — » o we 
, - = = — A — - 4 i — 
. — — * 2 * - — — 
"CIT - is ky „ 428 © - - * —— - = = > — T « # ES * 
> S ” 7 1 SS — — 2 h Y * 1 — 
= * q — — — 3 — — — — — — — — 
— — —— — o - 
— — re 
— 2 — _ * _ = — - _ — 
. 2 — * 4 — — — - — — — * 
. oy, — S_—_ a . — — — 8 — — — — 
— —— — pl * d — 
— 


= a . — - — IIED — — 
0 —— — 
5 — 3 


— * = 
— = — 
— —+=% 
4E r — —— =P. * 
ä * — 2 = = 
— 


ng + — 


— 
* * . * + = * — 
1 i - 
* - — 
— 2 1 — Ts Re OS x * 
— — — — 
—— , 


-. 22 
» 1 . — 1 — 8 


| 

N 
1 
. 


= — 
—— — —— 

— - * ——= — 

2 2 — — 8 - 

- — > - - - * 
. G o& -» 4, * 2 . " _ - —_— a 2 
| — — — — . _— — ˖ ———— 
———— —. : N 2 _— =} yy 
— 3 r * . —_——— — LT; — 5 
a * OY — — — 


( 22 ) 
were ſolid and ſubſtantial benefits 
to this kingdom. Policy improved 
what diſcontent had began, and 
the influx of riches from American 
traffic, hath been ever encreaſing, 
from the firſt ſettlement to the 


preſent time. 


Speculative politicians foreſaw 
how difficult it would be to go- 
vern, at the diſtance of three thou- 
ſand miles, theſe intrepid emi- 
grants, who, diſguſted by ill- treat- 
ment in their own country, braved 
the dangers of the ocean, and 
defied the horrors of a deſert; = 
and nothing but the mildeſt = 


vernment, and the moſt dexte- | 


rous 


TW) 


rous policy, could ever have derived 
ſuch wonderful advantages from 
ſuch a precarious ſituation. 


Our mutual benefits are for ever 
at an end; we have armed a 
heterogeneous multitude to ſub- 
due them, compoſed of miſ 
guided Britons, and faithleſs 
mercenaries; and when we ſhall 
have made ä we * 
call it peace.” ' obs 


It is a maxim in our law, that 
the king can do no wrong, but 
the adviſers and directors of theſe 
meaſures may be brought to pu- 
niſnment; and it cannot but 
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excite indignation; and pity. in 
every humane breaſt, to conſider 


( 4 ) 


the bloody conſequences of this 


Wr and . War. 
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Fan natifque infanda ad ral rapios, 
Fries extidio, owe 7 rex. 2 
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IIII yet muſt n | 
'Whonithy ambition makes my guiltleſs foes; 
Forn from their country, wives and ſons, auay, 
To ſure deſtruction in th? unequal fray. , 

Lewis, 


It may be ſaid, in an age, when 
prerogative isat fo lowanebb,when 
the rights of the fubje& are fo 
WR aſcertained, and ſo jea- 
911. louſly 


4 A: 
louſly guarded; when every ſup- 
ply muſt originate from the peo- 


ple; when the freedom of debate 
is ſo indulgently allowed, little 


danger i is to be apprehended from 
the encroachments of arbitrary 
power. But there is ſmall o- 
caſion for the ſtern exertion of 
harſh prerogative; when the 
faithful commons of his preſent 
Majeſty, unlike the turbulent and 
refractory Barons of a John or an 
Edward, exhibit ſuch a tame ac- 


quieſcence in every propoſal, ſuch 
an implicit obedience to every 


command. 


TW 


| ( 26 ) 
Some falutaty laws have been 
enacted, ſome popular acts * have 


been performed in the preſent 
reign; but may not the moſt 


fubſtantial favours he efficed and 


obliterated by treatment of a very 
different nature ? 


"Hao; dvIpuroig avyn; Oto;, tid: xx ay os 


reh, d v, Ade To Pa; i rober. 


From Heaven's high towers the glorious God 
of day, 

Pours on mankind his unremitting ray; 

Bur if his beams offenGive ſtrite my light, 

Fd ſcorn with free diſdzin his gift of light. 


The 


Making the Judges independant was 


4 very popular act, and deſerves 3 com- 
mendation. 
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13 
The ſilent and ſecret effects 


of influence, are more dangerous, 


than the peremptory and im- 
perious voice of authority; and 
it muſt be owned, that whatever 
the crown, in later days, has 
loſt in prerogative, it has gained 
in influence. | 
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C AR M E N. 


FusrRa infidelis concidit Allebrox, 


Duræque tellugſervit Iberiæ; 
E ſede dimiſſam Britannia 


In miſeram movet arma gentem 


Britannus, eheu! exercitus.impia. 
Abominatæ tela gerunt rates; 
Et claſſis infauſta per undas 


Lugubris exit avi ſoluta. 


Neptune 


P00 
bi 5 


| 
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Neptune puppes fluctibus obruas, 
QuilotacurfalitorTibers. 


Immenſus ambis ; O tyranni * 


Indocilis tolerare vincla. 
SF 4 I 5 14 * A » F p 


Gentemne miles ſub juga liberam 


P23 of 


Inviſa mittes ? ſervitio premes 
Britanmts? 4mponeſque Vinca 
In Britonum reditura la? 


Fruſtra elocutus conſiliantibus 
+ O Lenis auctor tu ſapientia 
Miti reluctantum refingis 
Conſilia imtpetioſa patrum. 


* 


* Xerxis 
Ipſum compedibus qui vinxerat ennoſigæum. 


t E. Burke. 


In 


(wm) | 


| 
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In contumaces irriĩtà patriæ 
* Tutela præſens eloquio tonat, 
Cum fervet, indignanſque fundit 
Verba modis animoſa miris. 


+ Tuque O inani juſtitiz ſacer 
Cuſtos retentas ſæpius exitu, 


Obſtante ſummatum caterva 
Promere religioſa jura. 
Legum verendarum imperium valet 
Reges in ipſos, neve licentia, - 
Impune proculcent  vagaati, 
Lege ſemel. ftablita ſands. 3 
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Inſurget impacata cdlona a 
Excuſſa latè disjiciet jugaa 
Victrixque non æquum tributorum 


4 [i Ex humeris onus amovebit 


8 Gens efferato ſæviet impetu : 
Atque arma tolli patriæ amor jubens 

Diffinget, infectumque reddet, 

== Quod dociles ſtatuere patres. - | 


© Jungaturvultrogratia firmiof r- © 
Det ſponte vectigalia 
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Patribus aſſideant Britannis.. - 


Impune vel'mixti/fenatw©: | ono ns, 
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